Back to the birthplace of the Quilty !

The Endurance Season has started and in July it is back to the Colo Valley - the birthplace of the Tom Quilty Gold Cup.

Camille Alexander

Endurance riding really began in Australia on the 1st of October 1966 in the Hawkesbury  Basin, the birthplace of the famous national event ‘The Tom Quilty Gold Cup 100 mile Ride’.  One hundred miles (or 160km) in one day, this ride began at Hawkesbury Clarendon Racecourse and competitors travelled the course around the Colo Valley 100 miles continuous riding in 24 hours to complete..  Steeped in history, the Q60 ride in the Colo Valley runs  in part across the original Quilty course.  Ron and Val Males were part of the original Quilty ride organising committee, Ron marked the original Quilty track, he still lives in the Colo Valley  - Ron has tales to tell – stuff legends are made of. Ron and his wife Val run Ralvon Stud situated at Colo and they both are still heavily involved with the Arabian horse and the sport of endurance.  Only recently Ron has been seen at local trainer rides with his grandsons – training them up to a family sporting tradition ! Ron is a volunteer for the local Colo Q60 ride he helps mark the course.  This year the 40th year of the Tom Quilty Gold Cup should not pass without recognition for the part people such as Erica and RM Williams, Val and Ron Males, Merle Hill, Selma and Dick Best and alike played in the formation of a sport so many of us enjoy today – to see the Colo Q60 run as an annual ride across some of the original Quilty track, is in part reminding us of our local and National horsemen folklore history.

The original Tom Quilty gold cup is held in the ‘Horseman’s Hall of Fame’ in Rockhampton QLD as the inception of the Quilty Cup ride was nurtured by Queenslanders Erica and RM Williams who loved their distance riding and their beloved Arabian horses.  RM’s Rockybar Stud was situated in QLD and that’s where the gold cup will stay.  The Quilty was named after RM’s old mate Tom Quilty of Spring Vale Station in the Kimberley Ranges of WA, who on request donated the valuable gold cup.  The very gifted artist, the late Sheila Stump of Windella Stud NSW designed and sculpted a beautiful trophy of an Arabian mare, to be cast in bronze – this was commissioned by Selma and Dick Best of Newbridge Stud to be awarded to the best performed registered Arabian with the Arabian Horse Society of Australia.   To this day the bronze is a perpetual trophy duly called the Newbridge  Stud perpetual trophy and awarded each year to the first registered Arabian horse across the Tom Quilty Cup line.  This year the Quilty ride returns to W,A for its forty first birthday and will be run from the 24th September to the 1st of October - surely there will be celebrations ! 

The Q60 ride committee invite veterinary students from Sydney University Veterinary faculty to come and TPR and learn about endurance horses, their metabolic’s and have hands on experience – this is fitting, as the veterinary rules for endurance were originally overseen by Professor David Hutchins of the then Rural Veterinary Centre – Faculty of Veterinary Science – Camden Sydney University   The ride veterinary check regulations were in part formed originally for the first Quilty and have evolved from there.  The Head vet for the 2007 Q60 is Dr John Parbery of Hawkesbury Equine Veterinary Centre, whose practice is located on the original starting line of the first Quilty.  Dr Parbery has also contributed to the sport of endurance with his guidance on the original TPR regulations for the sport.

The Q60 Colo ride had not been held for four years between 2002 and 2005 due to increased NPWS fees, in 2006 Zone of the NSW Endurance Riders Association picked up the Q60 ride and last years event was a total success.  With great support from local business giving sponsorship, local bush fire brigade support along with local land owner water contributions on privately owned tracks and alike, the ride brings together the community of the Colo Valley like no other event and ensures this important ride stays on the NSW ride calendar.  For it represents too much of our history to let it slip away.  This year the ride will be run over the weekend of the 21st and 22nd of July, with social rides, 40k, 80k and the 100k elevator ride this there is distance on offer suited to all desires.

If you have not yet experienced an endurance social ride or trainer, may I suggest that if you live in NSW that you might just consider experiencing the Colo Valley Q60 ride – a little piece of Aussie endurance history, beautiful terrain to ride over, challenging but accessible mountains with views to die for over the Hawkesbury River system.  The camp site is well equipped and the social atmosphere around the fire is warm and friendly with many tales from the old horsemen, whom have a lifetime of wisdom to pass on.   For those interested in the 2007 NSW Colo Q60 please call Claudia Reid on  0245755206 for pre nomination.  For anyone who is interested in learning more about the 2007 Quilty in WA visit www.aera.asn.au/ or call Ieva Peters on 08 9410104.

