Background to Endurance in Australia

In 1966 a group of Australia horsemen and women set out to prove that Australian bred horses had the stamina and courage to cover 100 miles in a one day and still remain sound.  The Australian heritage of horsemanship and the tradition of travelling long distances on horseback have allowed the sport to flourish to where it is today.  There are currently 4,000 endurance riders in Australia, with approximately 7,000 horses registered for the sport.  From the single 100 mile (160 kilometre) ride in 1966 the sport has developed and includes a range of rides from introductory rides of 25 kilometres for beginners to marathon events held over a 5 day period covering up to 500 kilometres.  Our sport is very much a family orientated one, with many families participating regularly, our youngest riders being under ten years to senior riders in their seventies.
Endurance riding has increased in popularity in the last ten years and in early 1999 we fielded a team of 6 horses and riders to compete for Australia in the United Arab Emirates at the World Championships.  Our team won Bronze and our youngest team member, a sixteen-year-old Queensland member, Shannon Parker completed as 10th fastest in the World.  In September 2000, when all eyes were focused on the Sydney Olympics, our Australian Team won the Gold medal in France at the World Championships.  Shannon’s father, Martin Parker together with Penny Toft from Marburg were Queensland members of the team of four who achieved this task.  These team members funded their own trips to compete; our sport received no government sponsorship to cover the costs of the World Championship challenge.  Australian Endurance Riders were again successful in the World Championships that were held in Spain in 2002, bringing home the Bronze team medal.

Background History of the Murrumba Endurance Club

The Murrumba Endurance Club was formed in 1968 to run an endurance event.  The very first Murrumba Endurance Ride departed the Morayfield State School and followed dirt roadways to the top of Mt Mee and then returned to the school.  Since that time urbanization has seen the necessitation of moving the ride around.  The Woodford Showground has been used recently for events.  

There are 2,500 horse and rider combinations that will seek to ride in endurance horse events during the calendar year of 2003 in SEQ.

Endurance riding is an alternative to the more regimented forms of equestrian disciplines such as dressage and eventing.  It is an activity that allows for a more relaxed approach and a greater freedom to enjoy the environment.  The forest areas are attractive for endurance riders because they offer the opportunity for horses and riders to ride over long distances to gain fitness and enjoy our natural environment.  This area also provides the safest opportunity for the running of endurance events.   

International Scene

The invitation has already gone out to the Arab Emirates, New Zealand, the United States, and around Europe for riders to take up the challenge of meeting with the Australian horsemen and women and competing.  The Association is required to fly in foreign veterinary and other officials to manage the events under the international system bringing tourism input to Queensland.

Youth Involvement

The State Association – Queensland Endurance Riders Association is a member of Active Australia and supports the involvement of youth in our activities.  We firmly believe much of Australia’s youth problems could be resolved if all young people were educated and encouraged to take up outdoor recreation activities including horse riding.

