[image: image1.png]


QERA Library

Book review #2:
Making natural hoof care work for you / Pete Ramey
I started trimming my own horse’s feet in early 2006, using information I had pulled off the internet as a guideline.  I made mistakes along the way (and still do I’m sure).  However, I believe many of these mistakes could have been avoided had I bought this book for myself before I started trimming, rather than a year later.
This book is a hands-on manual about hoof care and trimming that is intended for horse owners, veterinarians, and farriers.  Pete Ramey is a working natural hoof care practitioner and the Principal instructor in the Certification Program of the American Association of Natural Hoof Care Practitioners.  He presents a simple, straightforward approach to hoof trimming that leads to sound, tough, natural hooves.

The chapters of the book are: Our Model, The Natural Hoof; The Domestic Hoof; The Basic Natural Trim; Maintenance Trimming; Rehabilitation Trimming; Natural Horsekeeping; Transition; Trimming For a Living; and an epilogue, The future of Natural Hoof Care. A very helpful and important section on gentle horse-handling techniques is included in one of the chapters as well.  

My biggest complaint was that although there were plenty of diagrams and photos to explain where, when and why to trim, there were several instances where I wasn’t quite sure which area of the hoof he was talking about.  A few more diagrams with arrows showing the direction to trim may have helped.  

The most important thing I learned from this book was that “less is more”.  I realized that in many instances I had been trimming too much – taking off sole and wall that should have been left alone.  In hindsight, it took a lot longer for my horses feet to transition as a result of my over-enthusiasm. 
Pete recommends reading “Horse owners guide to natural hoof care” by Jaime Jackson prior to reading his book.  Jaime Jackson’s book is also part of the QERA library so any interested barefoot enthusiasts have access to both books as an aide to their own trimming endeavors.
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